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AUSTRIA IN TRIBUTE TO JOHN FOSTER DULLES 

‘‘Austria is deeply shaken,’’ said Chancellor Raab 
when he received the news of John Foster Dulles’ death. 
Dulles ‘‘was of great importance for Austria since he helped 
to bring about the Austrian state treaty which he signed here 
on behalf of the United States in May, 1955.” 


RAAB RECEIVES CALL TO FORM NEW GOVERNMENT 

Chancellor Raab, as the head of the party with the 
songest parliamentary representation, has been charged 
ty President Schaerf with the formation of a new govem- 
ment. Talks are now in progress between People’s party 
and Socialist representatives. 


FINAL RESULTS OF AUSTRIA’S ELECTIONS 

Minister of the Interior Oskar Helmer reported on May 20 
to the National Election Board on the final results of the 
elections held on May 10. He stated that no complaints had 
been lodged and announced the following final figures: 








Party No. of Votes No. of Seats 
People’s party 1,928,043 79 
Socialist party 1,953,935 78 
Freedom party 336,110 8 
+ Communists 142,578 _ 
Federated Democratic Socialists 2,190 > 
Invalidated 61,802 — 
} 
Total 4,424,658 165 


As a result of the meeting the newly elected candidates 
were officially recognized. According to the constitutional 
provisions, Parliament has to be convened 30 days after the 
elections; the opening has been tentatively set for June 9th. 


UWWNEMPLOYMENT DECREASES 

At the end of April, 1959, the number of registered job 
plicants in all of Austria’s labor offices amounted to 
100,415, or 67,161 persons less than at the end of March, 
11959. These figures reflect a vigorous seasonal animation 
ofthe Austrian economy. Compared with the same period of 
last year, the latest statistics show a decrease of 23,953. 
Thus, considerable economic forces were operating in re- 
sisting the effects of the world market recession. 





THE AUSTRIAN NATIONAL BANK APPRAISES 
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VIENNA HISTORICAL MUSEUM DEDICATED 

A month ago, the new Historical Museum of the City 
of Vienna at the Karlsplatz was dedicated in ceremonies 
attended by President Adolf Schaerf. The building was 
designed by Oswald Haertel, 


P Fae g: 


Front view of the new museum not far from the Opera 


(More pictures on page 7) 
GROSS NATIONAL PRODUCT 
REFLECTS CONTINUED EXPANSION 
Austria’s gross national product rose from 121,8 billion 
schillings in 1957 to 128,9 billion schillings in 1958, an 


_ increase of 5.8%. (About 26 schillings equal one dollar. Ed.) 


Gross investments rose from 27 to 28,6 billion schillings, 
private consumption from 75,5 to 79,4 billion schillings, 
wages and salaries from 59,5 to 62,4 billion schillings, 
incomes from real property and business transactions, in- 
cluding undistributed profits of corporations, from 37,6 to 
40 ,3 billion schillings, and the national income from 89,5 to 
104,3 billion schillings. 


DANUBE PASSENGER TRAFFIC RESUMED 
The Austrian First Danube Steamship Co. resumed its 


regular passenger services on the Passau-Linz-Vienna run 
on May 10, 1959 
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AN AMERICAN SURVEY OF AUSTRIAN 
SOCIAL SECURITY MEASURES, AND LABOR CONDITIONS 

(The following is a study recently published by the 

U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics. Ed. ) 
Social Security 

Austria probably has one of the most comprehensive and 
advanced systems of labor legislation in the world. It pio- 
neered with various types of social legislation in the 19th 
and 20th century before most other European countries, but 
later lost ground because of economic and political troubles 
in the 1920’s and 1930’s. Since 1945, the trade unions, 
aided by gradually developing economic prosperity, have 
worked to restore Austria to a position of leadership in the 
field of social legislation. Their endeavors in this respect 
have met with considerable success. 

Wage and salary earners, with few exceptions, must 
carry sick, disability, accident, old age, and unemployment 
insurance, to which employers contribute 13 percent of the 
manual worker’s gross earnings, and 9.75 percent of the white- 
collar worker’s gross earnings. The manual worker contri- 
butes 11 percent and the white-collar worker, 9.25 percent of 
gross earnings. Moreover, the employer must contribute 6 
percent of all gross earnings in his plant to the children’s 
allowance fund, and 30 Austrian Schillings (US $1.15) monthly 
in rent aid for each employee. In addition, he must match 
the employee’s contribution of 0.5 percent of pay to a housing 
promotion fund. 

Disability and Accident Pensions. Disability pensions 
are granted to workers if they are 50 percent or more inca- 
pacitated; accident pensions are granted with 20 percent or 
more disability. This pension is paid in proportion to the 
degree of incapacity and reaches 66.7 percent of previous 
normal earnings if the worker is fully incapacitated. 

Unemployment Benefits. Eligibility for unemployment 
benefits begins after 1 year of service, with benefits averag- 
ing 50 percent of previous normal earnings. Regular unem- 
ployment benefits are paid up to 30 weeks after 3 years’ 
service. After the claim to regular benefit is exhausted, the 
worker, subject to a means test, may receive emergency 
relief for an indefinite period from the unemployment fund, 
amounting to from 87 to 100 percent of the regular benefit. 

Children’s Allowances. Children’s allowances amount 
to 115 AS a month for the first child, 135 AS for the second, 
160 AS for the third, 185 AS for the fourth, and 210 AS for 
each additional child. (1 AS — Austrian Schilling equals 
US $0.03846). 

Old-Age Pensions Men ar2 eligible for old-age pensions 
after age 65 and women after age 60 if they have been in- 
sured for 15 years. However, after a worker has drawn either 
health insurance sick benefit, unemployment benefit, or 
emergency relief for 1 year, the old-age pension may be 
granted at age 60 for men and 55 for women. 


Wages and Hours of Work 
Wages are established by collective agreements, which 


are regulared by the Collective Agreement Law of February 
26, 1947. Most collective agreements are negotiated on an 


—, 


industrywide basis, between one of Austria’s 16 industrig 
unions (all affiliated with the Austrian Federation of Trad 
Unions), and the appropriate industry group of the Federg 
Chamber of Commerce. Minimum standards, however, are sq 
by law. 

The legal workday is 8 hours for most industries; maxi- 

(Continued on page 7) 
GOVERNMENT RECEIPTS UP 

Gross receipts of the government from public revenues 
in April, 1959, amounted to 1,878,000,000 schillings. (About 
26 schillings equal one dollar. Ed.) After turning over thei 
shares of altogether 767 million schillings to the states, 
communities and special funds, the federal government's 
share amounted to 1,111,000 ,000 schillings. 

Compared with April, 1958, statistics show a gain ip 
net receipts of 68 million schillings, or about 6.6%. In gross 
receipts, they show an increase of 156 million schillings, 
or 9.1%. The shares of the states and communities in the 
joint revenues have already been paid out on the basis of 
the financial equalization law of 1959. 


DISCOUNT RATE DOWN TO 42%. 

The Austrian National Bank recently reduced the dis- 
count rate from 5% to 44%. Interest rates for loans on de 
benture bonds of the Republic of Austria and for loans on 
other securities were fixed at 5% and 542%, respectively. 
VOeEST IN 1959 

After the first four months of 1959, VOeEST ( United 
Austrian Steel) reports favorable and well-balanced business 
which is expected to continue throughout the year. Produc 
tion of raw steel amounted to 404,000 tons and is a little 
higher while production of tins, amounting to 290,000 tons, 
has increased 15% in comparison with the first four months 
of 1958. Current orders assure full employment in all VOeEST 
plants this year. In the important sector of tin production 
especially, VOeEST reports fullest operations even past 
the current year. When the second special steel-plant begins 
operations in a few months, the basis for full exploitation 
of the existing rolling mill capacities will have been created. 
AUSTRIA BIDS FOR NEXT WORLD'S FAIR 

At a session of the International World’s Fair Council 
in Paris, the Austrian representative to the recent Brussels 
World’s Fair announced Austria’s request to hold the nett 
World’s Fair in Vienna in 1967. The exhibition will be under 
the motto ‘‘Leisure Time.’’ The Austrian request will k 
tumed in at the next meeting of the Council in November. 
The international delegates already have shown agreement 
with the suggested date. This relieves Austria of one prime 
impediment — a collision with the 1964 Olympics. 

Heretofore, the rule that countries which were interested 
in playing host to a World’s Fair had to make their appli 
cations five years in advance had led to some confusion 
Vienna has already put in its bid for the 1964 Summer Olymr 
pics. The undertaking appeared to be endangered by the bid 
for the World’s Fair. This difficulty now no longer exist. 
The decision on where the Summer Olympics will be held in 
1964 is due May 25 in Munich. The World’s Fair decision will 
be made next November in Paris. 
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Austria’s Monetary Situation 


Since Austria’s economy has developed satis- 
factorily during the first quarter of 1959, prospects 
for an increasing economic activity are now - at 
the beginning of the spring season - good. The price 
level remained almost stable, whereas wages rose 
indirectly owing to the introduction of the 45-hour- 
week; further a more rapid decline of winter un- 
employment was observed than during 1958. Con- 
cerning monetary policy it must be noted that 
savings activity during the first two months of 
1959 surpassed the results of 1958; credit expansion, 
however, slowed down. The gold and foreign ex- 
change reserves with the Austrian National Bank 
rose slightly due to both the raising of foreign 
loans and the favourable results of tourist traffic 
during the winter months. The foreign exchange 
receipts derived from tourist traffic during Janu- 
ary and February surpassed the already very 
remarkable figure of the previous year by 11 per 
cent. The high liquidity reserves of the economy 
and the continuing monetary stability have made 
it possible for the Federal Government to issue an 
extremely high loan on the domestic capital market 
now, which will be used to cover investments 
stipulated in the extraordinary budget. 

As may be seen from the development of the 
weekly statements the total monetary circulation 
rose by 222 million schillings during February. The 
banknote circulation declined by 36 millions to 
15,730 million schillings, whereas free sight liabili- 
ties increased by 258 millions to 6,840 million 
schillings. As regards the latter component special 
attention must be paid to the expansion of giro 
deposits of Austrian credit institutions by 383 mil- 
lions to 4,850 million schillings. On the assets side 
an insignificant increase of the bill portfolio by 
9 million schillings was to be observed, while gold 
holdings rose remarkably by 204 millions to 
5,360 million schillings. Thus the proportion of 
gold in the total gold and foreign exchange re- 
serves rose during February from 30 per cent to 
31 per cent. 

During the first half of March the total monetary 
circulation showed again an increase by 147 mil- 
lion schillings, due in particular to a rise of the 
gold reserves by 87 million schillings and the 
foreign exchange holdings by 56 million schillings. 

During February 1959 savings deposits increased 
by 490 millions to 22,965 million schillings (preli- 
minary figures); one half of this rise fell to the 
share of savings banks. Including the increase in 
deposits on cheque accounts of 204 million schil- 


Note: 


lings the total volume of deposits reached a new 
maximum of 42,427 million schillings. The .ex- 
pansion of commercial credits amounted only to 
253 million schillings. Including reconstruction 
and SAC-credits, which rose by 15 millions to 
6,960 million schillings, the total credit volume 
amounted to 39,219 million schillings. 

The quarterly credit statistics as per December 31, 
1958 show that within the period of one year the 
proportion of big credits (above 1 million schil- 
lings) declined from 57 to 54 per cent, whereas the 
proportion of small credits (up to 50,000 schillings) 
and of medium-sized credits rose from 17 to 18 per 
cent and from 26 to 28 per cent respectively. The 
tendency towards long-term borrowing, which was 
to be observed already during 1957 continued also 
during 1958. The proportion of credits with a 
currency period up to 3 months decreased from 
31 to 28 per cent, whilst long-term credits (above 
5 years) increased from 26 to 29 per cent. The 
proportion of medium-term credits remained un- 
changed at 43 per cent. 

The supply of credits to the various sectors of 
the economy as per the end of 1957 and 1958 may 
be seen by the following table. Whereas the 
indebtedness of industry and agriculture declined 
slightly, credits granted to commerce, housing and 
public institutions rose. 


Supply of credits to the various 
branches of economy 


Dec. 31, 1957 Dec. 31, 1958 Change 
mill. S %e') mill. S %e') mill. S in %/e 
CTC 9,705 34 9,602 30 —103 — 1 
Commerce ....... 4,938 17 5834 18 +896 +18 
Ouse 4. ......- 3,453 12 4,230 13 +777 +23 
Handicrafts ...... 3,191 11 3,517 11 +326 -+-10 
Agriculture and 
ee 2,780 10 2,732 8 — 48 — 2 
Public institutions 1,762 6 2,377 7 +615 + 35 
Professional men 
and employed 
wage and salary 
earners ........ 617 2 715 2 + 98 +16 
Tourist trade .... 441%) 2 529 2 + 88 +20 
TD a swcnesons 2697) 1 272 1+3+1 





') of the volume of commercial credits. — *) March 31, 1958. 


The following breakdown reveals the proportion 
in which the various groups of credit institutions 
are concerned in supplying commercial credits to 
the business branches. 


This survey is a reprint from a recent bulletin of the Austrian 
National Bank. (Mitteilungen des Direktoriums der Oesterreich- 
ischen Nationalbank, No. 3/1959.) The reader should keep in 
mind that, unless otherwise stated, the monetary values are given 


in schillings, 


and that about 26 schillings equal one dollar. Ed. 
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Indebtedness of the various sectors of the economy to the 
groups of credit institutions 
Agricultural Industrial 
Banks Savings Mortgage credit co- credit co- Outstanding 
an banks institutions operative operative credits’) 
societies societies 
1957 1958 1957 1958 1957 1958 1957 1958 1957 1958 1957 1958 
Percentage of outstanding credits ; mill. of S 
I Te Pere eee Ee 80°4 796 115 105 2°2 2°3 1°8 34 25 31 9,705 9,602 
NN a sos chile apo chsig dia cael 615 529 171 188 0°5 0°4 64 141 99 10°0 4,938 5,834 
i a a Eg PEE ak eR 164 143 517 530 170 159 40 44 1°4 1°3 3,453 4,230 
Moe pti kde perescune 179 208 340 302 8°7 48 181 210 195 21°6 3,191 3,517 
Agriculture and forestry ........ 27 39 126 157 #+120 #4172 #660 53°4 67 9°8 2,780 2,732 
Public institutions .............. 174 243 388 374 384 33°5 3°6 3°3 1°8 1°5 1,762 2,377 
Professional men and employed 
wage and salary earners ...... 9°4 98 410 41°1 28 13 #170 192 170 178 617 715 
TD. a vccvasvcsvocsees 417 367 234 266 293 280 2°0 3°2 3°6 5°5 441 529 
TE Sai ed as ocn.w Unieie hee ateaiata its 447 394 357 349 48 5°5 48 77 #100 12°5 269 272 


') Including also special credit institutions. — *) Since for 1957 no analysis can be given, data as per March 31, 1958 have 


been used. 


The development of the organized hire-purchase 
credit, for which statistics are available for the last 
five years, was subject to many changes. The re- 
markable expansion during 1954 and 1955, which 
amounted to 339 and 290 million schillings respecti- 
vely, was followed by a decline of 131 million 
schillings during 1956. Whereas during 1957 the 
rise in the volume of credits amounted to 245 mil- 
lion schillings, it totalled only 116 million schil- 
lings during 1958. 

The increased demand for consumer credits was 
mainly caused by the rush for motorcars, which 
had begun in 1953 and strongly continued in the 
following year, favoured by the cheapening of car 
prices as a consequence of the introduction of the 
ad valorem duty in September 1954. As compared 
with the commercial credits, the expansion of 
hire-purchase financing slowed down considerably 
during the following years: During 1954/55 the in- 
crease amounted to 138 per cent, whilst commer- 
cial credits expanded only by 60 per cent; during 
1957/58 the expansion amounted to 38 per cent 
(commercial credits 27 per cent.). 

The volume of hire-purchase financing, how- 
ever, is relatively small. At the end of 1953 it 
amounted to 3 per cent of the volume of commer- 
cial credits, compared to 5 per cent at the end of 
1955 and to 4 per cent at the end of 1958. It is 
remarkable that apart from the nine special in- 
stitutions for hire-purchase financing other me- 
thods of consumer financing are gaining more and 
more importance; credits given by dealers and 
stores, advances granted to employees by employ- 
ers and by cooperative societies organized with 
enterprises enable the financing of durable con- 
sumer goods at more favourable terms than in- 
stitutes for hire-purchase financing can offer. 


Development of outstanding credits 
granted by institutes for hire-purchase 





financing 

Sept.30, Dec.31, Sept.30, Dec. 31, 

Purpose 1957 1957 1958 1958 
ie i 
Motor cars 674 61 696 58 755 60 745 57 
Machines ..... 184 17 221 18 225 18 234 18 
ED stnxdace 241 22 283 24 282 22 337 25 
Total .... 1,099 100 1,200 100 1,262 100 1,316 100 


Of the volume of commercial credits outstanding 
at the end of 1958 an amount of 506 million schil- 
lings represents credits granted to the nine special 
institutions by their patronage institutions for hire- 
purchase financing; the amount of credits extended 
by credit institutions directly to trade and handi- 
crafts totalled 214 million schillings. Including the 
credits outstanding as per the end of 1958 with 
special institutions, the total of credits for hire- 
purchase financing, as far as statistics can be given, 
reached a volume of 1,530 million schillings. 

The “Osterreichische Kommunalkredit AG”, 
which was founded in October 1958 with a share 
capital of 40 million schillings, began business in 
January 1959. Its sphere of activity comprises the 
financing for the development of new industrial 
grounds and accommodations to facilitate the settle- 
ment of industrial enterprises. For these purposes 
the above-mentioned institution grants credits with 
currency periods up to 20 years and an interest 
rate of 5'/: per cent to financially weak local 
Government authorities, insofar as industrial foun- 
dations are projected in their administrative di- 
strict. An advisory council representing four Fede- 
ral Ministries and the “Osterreichische Staédte- und 
Gemeindebund” is to scrutinize the projects to see 
if they are justifiable from the economic and local 
point of view. 

In an extraordinary general meeting of the 
“Osterreichische Kontrollbank AG” it has been 
agreed to raise the share capital from 10°5 millions 
to 14 million schillings. The present shareholders 
desisted from part of their subscription rights in 
order to render it possible for further financial 
institutions to participate in the share capital of 
the “Kontrollbank”, which thereby emphasizes its 
intermediary function within the Austrian banking 
system. In the course of the general meeting an 
alteration of the statutes has been decided, accord- 
ing to which the “Kontrollbank” is authorized to 
issue debenture bonds sold exclusively to credit 
institutions with a currency period between one 
and five years. This paper will not only satisfy the 
investment purposes of financial institutions but 
also contributes to the promotion of an efficient 
money and capital market. According to the Law 
passed by the National Council on March 18 certain 
tax concessions will be granted in connection with 
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such debenture bonds; the first acquisition of these 
‘bonds by Austrian credit institutions is exempt 
from the 1 per cert Security Tax. 

In February the quotation on the share market 
on the Vienna Stock Exchange was not uniform, 
but the fluctuations were very limited. Towards 
the end of the month the market was firm again. 
According to computations of the “Wiener Bérse- 
kammer” the average quotation of all shares (not 
including those of nationalized enterprises) showed 
- as compared with the previous month - an insigni- 
ficant increase by 9 points to 1,214. The volume of 
business was smaller than in January; thus the aver- 
age daily turnover amounted only to 491,000 schil- 
lings as compared with 609,000 schillings. 

On the bonds market the friendly tendency con- 
tinued. The 7 per cent bearing bonds were quoted 
partly at par, bonds issued by hydro-electric power 
stations or the Ecclesiastical Reconstruction Loans, 
however, were even above par..Though business 
was brisk, the average daily turnover, amounting 
to 658,000 schillings, was 185,000 lower than in 
January. 

Since February 9 further series of mortgage 
debentures and municipal bonds with a currency 
period of 20 years and 5'/2 per cent interest were 
admitted for quotation on the Vienna Stock Ex- 
change. During 1958 the Federal Ministry of Fi- 
nance has given authorization to issue these series 
for the purpose of converting older ones bearing 
only 4 per cent. Beginning March 9 bonds of the 
Federal Lottery Loan of 1958 (nominal value 
50 million schillings) were dealt on the Stock Ex- 
change (first quotation 99'—). Now all loans issued 
in 1958 are quoted on the Vienna Stock Exchange. 

The 7 per cent 1959 Federal Loan of the Repu- 
blic of Austria at a nominal value of 1,500 million 
schillings is offered for subscription between 
March 23 and April 11. The price of issue amounts 
to 100 per cent and the currency period runs for 
20 years. Compared with the present market con- 
ditions the terms governing this loan are very 
favourable; thus it meets with great interest not 
only in Austria but also in foreign countries. 

Negotiations with France, the United Kingdom 
and the United States on Art. 26 of the State 
Treaty concerning compensation payments for per- 
sons persecuted for religious, racial or political 
reasons during the years 1938-1945 have now been 
concluded. Thereafter Austria puts an amount of 
6 million dollars, plus 10 per cent administrative 
charges, at the disposal of a fund; payments will be 
carried through during the period from July 1959 
to December 1961. 

Unrequited deliveries to the Soviet Union accord- 
ing to the State Treaty were up to schedule. The 
State Bank of the Soviet Union returned 174 bills 
originally handed over as cover for the respective 
amount; at mid-March Austria’s liabilities amounted 
to 63 million dollars (originally 150 million dollars). 

The “Wiener Hypothekenanstalt” issued through 
a Swiss banking syndicate 5'/2 per cent municipal 


bonds with a currency period of 12 years on the 
Swiss capital market; the proceeds will be used for 
the cover of investment projects in Vienna. 

Negotiations between the “Osterreichische Kon- 
trollbank A.G.” and the central bank of the Ger- 
man Democratic Republic regarding the granting 
of a credit within the framework of the existing 
trade agreement have come to an end: A protocol 
has been signed according to which the swing was 
raised from 0°8 to 12 million dollars. Negotiations 
are pending on the question of paying interests on 
parts of the overdraft. 

In order to secure a greater space of time for the 
negotiations on the conclusion of a long-term trade 
agreement with Hungary, the validity period of the 
present trade agreement was extended up to Sep- 
tember 30, 1959. 

* e * 

Apart from seasonally conditioned price increases 
for fruit and vegetables, the price level showed a 
declining tendency. The general index of wholesale 
prices (March 1938 = 100) decreased by 3 points to 
877 during the period from mid-January to mid- 
February, due to price reductions of beef, pork and 
coffee; price alterations of industrial materials, 
however, balanced each other. The general index 
of retail prices, which is published this month for 
the last time since it will be succeeded by a new 
series, i. e. the index of consumer prices, declined 
by 2 points to 760 (March 1938 = 100). As against 
the same month of the previous year wholesale 
prices and retail prices are now higher by 2 per 
cent and 1'/: per cent respectively. 

On account of the introduction of the 45-hour- 
week in nearly all branches of the Austrian econo- 
my and the raising of hourly wages connected 
therewith, the index of workers’ net tariff wages 
in Vienna (April 1945 = 100) rose from 876 to 919, 
i. e. by almost 5 per cent. In general no remark- 
able wage claims are pending. 

As in the two preceding years so aiso during this 
winter the unemployment peak - amounting to 
231,000 - was surpassed by the middle of February. 
Until the end of that month unemployment declin- 
ed to 226,400 (63 per cent being men), which re- 
presents a reduction of 1,500 as compared with the 
end of January. The decrease in unemployment in 
the textile branch and the hotel and catering trades 
was partly outweighed by a rise of unemployment 
in agriculture and forestry. As against the end of 
February 1958 the number of registered unemploy- 
ed was 13,200, or 6 per cent. higher this year. 

The unemployment ratio, i. e. the percentage 
between registered unemployed plus immediately 
available applicants for apprenticeship and the 
potential labour force, amounted to 9°80 per cent 
in February 1959, as compared with 9°35 per cent 
a year ago. 

Though the number of employed persons declin- 
ed by 2,500 to 2,113.000 the figure of 1958 was sur- 
passed by 12,000. 














Page 6 Austrian Information May 30, 1959 





CULTURE AND SCIENCE 





NEW YORK PHILHARMONIC 
TO PLAY AT SALZBURG FESTIVAL 

Negotiations between the management of the Salzburg 
Festival and the New York Philharmonic Symphony Orches- 
tra resulted in an agreement according to which the New 
York Philharmonic will give a special program in Salzburg 
during its European tour. The New York Philharmonic tours 
Europe and the Near East this summer; the Salzburg concert 
will be held August 16 in the Festival Hall. The program 
includes Samuel Barber’s Second Essay for Orchestra, 
Leonard Bernstein’s Second Symphony for Piano and Orches- 
tra, entitled ‘‘Age of Fear’’ (soloist: Seymour Lipkin), and 
Dimitri Shostakovich’s Symphony No. 5. Bernstein, musical 
director of the orchestra,will conduct. 


VOLKSOPER 1959-1960 

The program for the Vienna Volksoper 1959—1960 
season has been tentatively set. New presentations include 
d’Albert’s ‘‘Tiefland’’ and Rossini’s ‘‘Barber of Seville.” 
Franz Bauer-Theuss! will conduct Tiefland and the leading 
roles will be sung by Libuse Domaniska, Helmut Meinokat 
and Edmad Hurshell. Argeo Quadri will have the musical 
direction of the Barber. Mme. Damassiotti will interpret the 
female lead. The dates for these premieres have not been 
announced. 

The schedule also includes: Lehar’s ‘‘Merry Widow’’ 
in October, Offenbach’s ‘‘Tales of Hoffmann” in November; 
Dimitri Shostakovich’s ‘‘Lady Macbeth in the Country’’ next 
January; a ballet premiere in March, 1960; Massenet’s ‘‘Manon ’’ 
in April; and another operetta for the Vienna Festival Weeks. 
Two of the operas, ‘‘The Barber of Seville’’ and ‘“‘The Tales 
of Hoffmann” are also included in the Vienna State Opera 
repertoire. 


VIENNA CHAMBER OPERA TO PLAY AGAIN 

The Vienna Chamber Opera will resume its popular per- 
formances in the Schoenbrunn Palace Theater this summer 
season to bridge the annual opera seasons of the regular 
Vienna opera houses. The tradition od the Chamber Opera to 
include some of the less known works among its schedule 
will again be observed. Among them will be Gluck’s ‘‘Die 
Chinesinnen’’ (The Chinese Women), Rossini’s ‘‘La Cam- 
biale di Matrimonio,” and a new presentation of Haydn’s 
‘‘Die Welt auf dem Monde’’ (The World on the Moon). 


AUSTRIANS EQUIP, DIRECT 
VOCATIONAL SCHOOL IN TEHERAN 

A vocational school recently opened its doors in Tehe- 
ran. Its equipment came to a large part from Austria, and 
Austrian technical experts are in charge of its use by stu- 
dents. Austrian firms delivered metal processing machines 
and tools valued at four million schillings and electrical 
equipment worth one million schillings. (About 26 schillings 
equal one dollar. Ed.) One of the Austrian experts has been 
appointed director of the vocational school in Iran’s capital. 


MODERN GRAPHIC ARTS EXHIBITED IN SALZBURG 

During the Festival Weeks, July 1 to August 30, 1959 
Salzburg will be the scene of an international exhibition ¢ 
contemporary graphic arts. Cooperating in the exhibitiog 
will be the Austrian gallery ‘‘Contemporary Art’’ and 4 
number of other prominent Austrian and foreign galleries 
including the Amaud Gallery, Paris; the Galerie d’Art Mo 
derne, Basel; the G. Kasper Gallery, Lausanne; the Gallerig 
d’Arte del grattacielo, Milan; the Naviglio Gallery, Milam 
the Rothe Art Publishing House, Heidelberg; the J. Schiesse| 
Art Publishing House, Freiburg (Germany); the Galley 
L’Oeuyre Gravée, Zurich; the Welz Gallery, Salzburg; ang 
the Springer Gallery, Berlin. 

The catalogue will be prefaced by the well-known a 
historian Michel Seuphor. Other writers will be Juliane Roh, 
Munich; Thomas Messer, director of the Institute of Cop 
temporary Art, Boston; and Joerg Lampe, Vienna. 

The exhibit willinclude 800 graphic works of all schools 
of contemporary art. Among the exhibitors will be Andr 
Bloc, Magnelli, Reggiani, H.A.P. Grieshaber, R. Nesch 
Villon, Bryen, F. Winter, IL. Spacal, Capogrossi, Hartung 
and Schneider. 

Because of the large number of exhibits, the show will 
be mounted by sections in various exhibit rooms in Salzburg 
an American special show, entitled ‘‘One Hundred Works 
Paper’’ will be seen at the Museum Pavilion in Mirabell 
Castle; the section entitled ‘‘Graphic Art from Europe” ip 
the Residenz building; and the exhibition of ‘‘Contemporay 
Austrian Art’’ in the Kuenstlerhaus. 


“*KLEINE NACHTMUSIK”’ 

Recently four young musicians toted their instrument 
up the Gaisberg near Salzburg and played Mozart’s serenade, 
‘Eine kleine Nachtmusik’’, under the light of lanterns. Fa 
below, shimmering lights illuminated the Festival City. This 
was of course a special performance: A West German news 
paper, the ‘‘8-Uhr Blatt’’, had arranged it for one of its 
readers. 

A few weeks ago, the German paper had asked its 
readers to communicate some oftheir’’once in a life time” 
wishes. The most original wish, it announced, would bk 
fulfilled. Mrs. Hagen, a housewife and mother of a sever 
year old boy, wrote in that she wanted to hear Mozart's 
‘*Kleine Nachtmusik’’just for herself atop a high mountain. 


THEATER IN DER JOSEFSTADT 
TO TOUR SOUTH AMERICA AND BERLIN 

During the summer of 1960, a troupe of the Theater in 
der Josefstadt will leave Vienna for a second tour of Soul 
America where it performed very successfully in 1956. The 
program will include two serious plays and a lighter work. 
Another Josefstadt group wiil perform at the Berlin Festival 
in the fall of 1959. The play to be given there is ‘‘Das 


kleine Weltkabarett’’ (The Small World Cabaret), a play J 


the young Austrian author Kurt Klinger. The play was recent 
ly given its premiere in Vienna. 
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_ WOCIAL SECURITY AND LABOR (Cont'd from page 1.) Workers receive full pay for 12 legal holidays; if a 
ote mum hours per week are 48, with some exceptions. By a col- worket is - duty on these days he receives double se 
itt lective agreement, effective February 1, 1959, however, the Vagations wits pay also are regulated by law and vary with 
saul TU was able to obtain a 45-hour week for each of the 16 the seniority of the worker—from 12 to 24 working days for 
mete livisions of industry it represents. The unions will strive manual workers and 12 to 30 days for white-collar workers. 
an whave a law promulgated making the 45-hour week the legal Many firms pay additional vacation bonuses under collective 
week. Special legislation exists with regard to hours of work agreements. Labor Organization 
it women and young people, particularly where nightwork is Almost two-thirds (1,438,755) of Austria’s wage and 
oncerned, and for a few occupational groups. salary earners are members of the Austrian Federation of 
Minimum uages are set by law, and legal requirements Trade Unions (AFTUL, a ‘‘supraparty’’ organization with 16 
cater it iso exist regarding the payment of overtime (25 percent constituent unions established on an industrial basis. 
€ South ove regular wages). However, in organized industries both Although the AFTU is supraparty in contrast with the ideo- 
5g, The | ws and overtime payments are considerably higher than logical and religious unions in Austria prior to 1934, it is 
- a le legal minimums. Most collective agreements establish controlled largely by the Socialists, whose adherents conm- 
estival ' percent differential for overtime and up to 100 percent prise some 65 to 70 percent of its members, The second 
s ‘pas §" York beyond 10 hours a day, or for overtime on a night strongest group—10 percent—follow the People’s Party 
play stift. The law requires that a 10-to 30-percent differential (Catholic). The Communist membership is about 7 percent. 
recent be paid for nightwork, but this also is for the most part 


Subject to collective agreement. 


The remaining members either are in the Freedom Party or 
are independent. Membership in a trade union is voluntary, 
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SOCIAL SECURITY AND LABOR 

(Continued from preceding page) 
but the checkoff is legal provided the worker gives his 
consent. 

The AFTU may be described as advocating a moderate, 
responsible program aimed at raising the living standard of 
its members without jeopardizing the stability of the economy 
Its primary function is to negotiate collective agreements 
with various industrial interests. Most of its leaders are 
members of Parliament. It is a staunch supporter of demo- 
cracy and an active member of the International Confedera- 
tion of Free Trade Unions (ICFTU). 

Chamber of Labor. The Chamber of Labor, a semigo- 
vernmental body with considerable influence, especially in 
formulating labor and social legislation, is made up of dele- 
gates elected by the nonagricultural workers. Any proposed 
law that might directly or indirectly affect workers must be 
submitted to the Chamber of Labor for its comments and 
advice. The Federal Chamber of Commerce represents indus- 
trial interests in the same capacity, so that labor and social 
legislation, as long as the existing Coalition Government 
survives, must inevitably be a matter of negotiation and 
compromise. Wage and salary earners have 0.5 percent of 
their earnings deducted automatically for support of the 
Chamber of Labor. 

Work Councils. Manual and white-collar workers em- 
ployed in plants with a labor force of 20 or more are repre- 


— 


sented by works councillors elected every 2 years by free 
and secret ballot. These works councillors have an advisory 
seat on the plant’s board of directors and may exert cop 
siderable influence on plant policies. Most works council. 
lors are Socialists, although independent councillors haye 
increased in recent years. The Communists have been rel 
tively strong only in plants formerly operated by the Russians, 
particularly in the oil industry. 

Labor Disputes Machinery. No legal procedure has been 
established for arbitration of labor-management disputes, ang 
no tradition has developed for compulsory arbitration. Hoy. 
ever, a system of Labor Courts, Conciliation Offices, ang 
Conciliation Commissions functions in the labor-manage 
ment field. In addition, the important Wage and Price Cop. 
mission, representing employers, unions, and agriculturg 
organizations, has been developed on*a voluntary basis 
since World War II to help in the control of wages and prices, 

Partly because of the moderate policy of the AFTU and 
the rising standard of living in Austria, no major, nationwide 
strikes have occurred in Austria since 1945. A Communist 
attempt to disrupt the economy in 1950 by fomenting a labor. 
management dispute over a wage agreement ended in failure 
and the ouster of most of the instigators from the AFT, 
Plant-level strikes are also relatively rare. The AFTU cor 
siders as illegal any strike called without its prior permis 
sion and generally refuses its financial support for sucha 
strike. 
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